
 
At a Glance - NW MT Reading Council’s Back to School Literacy Conference 2023 

   

 

 

 

  8:30- 
10:20 

 

Room 

 

10:30-11:25	
 

11:30-12:25	
 

12:30- 
1:30 

 

1:35-2:30	
 

2:35-3:30	

O
pening G

eneral Session and NW
RC Aw

ards –  FHS Auditorium
 

 Keynote: Dr. Kate Kinsella:  Proven Practices to Engage Academ
ic English Learners in Productive Lesson Interactions ”

 

 
 
 

Flex 
Rooms 

 
161/163 

Kate Kinsella 
 

Tools for Bolstering K-
5 Academic English 

Learners’ Vocabulary 
Knowledge and Skills 

 
K-5 

Kate Kinsella 
 

Tools for Bolstering 6-12 
Academic English Learners’ 
Vocabulary Knowledge and 

Skills 
 

6-12 

         Lunch -  Cafetorium
 - Table Talk , Vendor Browsing     

Eliza Thomas   
 

What’s Hot in Elementary 
Children’s Literature 
Repeated Session 4 

 
Pre-K--5 

Eliza Thomas   
 

What’s Hot in  
Elementary Children’s 

Literature 
Repeat of session 3 

 
Pre-K--5 

 
 
 
 
 
 

100/106 

Laurie Barron  
 

Academic Belonging & Its 
Impact on Classroom 

Management & Improved 
Student Outcomes 

 
All 

 

Sherri Nissen,  
Mary Burns, Josh Preiss, 

Suzanne Andrews 
 

Mind-Blowing Middle 
Grade Fiction 

 
3-8 

Sherri Nissen & 
Mary Burns 

 
Forget Formulaic! Innovative 
Nonfiction Authors & Mentor 
Texts Ignite Student Writing   

3-8 

Megan Koppes 
 

Reading to gain 
understanding: Book 
recommendations for 

students to learn about 
multicultural experiences & 
perspectives (Fiction & Memoirs). 

4-10.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

112 

Kerrie More 
 

DreamWakers: Connecting 
Classrooms to Careers 

 
4-12 

Kimberly Wakefield 
 

Phonemic Awareness 
 

K-2 

Dani Burtsfield 
 

Shake Up Shared Reading! 
 

PreK-3rd grade 
 

Dani Burtsfield 
 

Exploring Foundational 
Reading Skills in EK-2nd 

grade 
 

EK-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

114 

Megan Koppes. 
 

Podcasting in the 
classroom: How to use 

Podcasts for listening and 
creating with students. 

 
6-12 

Jenna Brown 
 

Essential Understandings 
Regarding Montana Indians 

 
All 
 

Drea Beale 
 

Using Discussion Protocols to 
Increase Equitable 
Engagement & Text 
Comprehension in 

Adolescents 
5-12 

Sara Menssen 
 

Lateral Reading in 
Extemp Speeches 

 
9-12 

 

 
 
 
 
 

116 

Leslie DiMaio  
 

Trauma Informed 
Strategies for the 

Classroom: Post Covid  
 

3-12 

Leslie DiMao, Michele 
Paine, Megan Koppes 

 
Roundtable: Considerations 

for Challenges to School 
Materials 

 
6-12 

Ivanna Fritz 
 

A Teacher’s view of CBE  
 

9-12 
 

Jane Dews & 
Kami Heinz 

 
Readers’ Theater Revisited 

 
3-8 

 
 

118 

Romy Loran 
 

Poetry Stations 
 

5-12 

Jasna Stafford 
 

Executive Function: 
Strategies to increase 
independence in the 

classroom 
 

K-2+ 

Kelli Higgins 
Clayton Mauritzen 

 
Growing & Learning in the  

AI Classroom 
 

6-12 

Jenna Brown 
 

Book Club in the 
Classroom: Utilizing Small 

Groups for Literature 
Lessons 

 
6-12 

 
 

127 

Rebecca Johnson 
Imagine If Libraries 

 
Play space Success: 

Lessons from a Library 
 

K-2  

Mark McCord 
 

Literacy Hot Topics: AI, 
media literacy & more, 
celebrating teachers’ 
expertise through a  
Microlab protocol 

 
All 

  Jon Konen 
 

10 Strategies for All K-12 
Classrooms 

 
ALL 

 

Camille Deitz  
MA, LCPC, PMH-C 

 
Navigating your Nervous 
System: Why Self-Care 
Should be at the Top of 
Educators’ “To Do List” 

 
All 

 
 

125 

Matt Allison 
 

Personalized, 
Competence-Based 

Education: FHS model 
All 

Kari Elliott 
 

Personalized Competency 
Based Education & Reading 

Programs 
 

3-5 

Steven Miller 
 

Visual Literacy: Using 
Sequential Art to 

Communicate Your Story 
3-12 

Room 130 

Josh Preiss  
 

Want New Books? Try 
Donors choose! 

 
All 

Writing Center Lab 
 

 Kelli Higgins 
 

Social, Emotional & Ethical 
Learning in the Music 

Classroom 
9-12 

FHS Choir Room  

   


